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Course Description: 
VA COMP is a year-long course with an emphasis on fundamental art skills.  This course is designed to prepare the student for more advanced studies of art at the high school level. Correct completion of all required components will result in receipt of high school credit for VA COMP, a prerequisite course for all advanced visual arts classes. Students receiving high school credit will be able to enroll directly in studio courses at the start of their freshman year. 

Materials: 8.5 x 11 or 9 x 12 inch sketchbook. 
Grade Categories and Percentages:
	Grade Breakdown

	%
	GA Performance Standard Strand
	Examples of what may be graded in each strand

	50%
	Creating
	Main projects/ Summative Projects

	20%
	Presenting
	Participation in art exhibits, artist statements, reflecting on finished works, Evaluate /select works for portfolio

	20%
	Responding
	Art History Assignments/ Opening Slides &

Critiques/ Self Assessment/ Aesthetic Responses

	10%
	Connecting
	Connections with other areas/ Art Careers/ Life Skills


Make-Up Expectations: For each school day that a student is absent, he/she will have the same number of school days to make up work.  The same applies to long-term assignments, tests, and quizzes.    
Late work policy: 1 school day late = -10; 2 school days late = -20; 3 school days late = -30. Work will not be taken for a grade after 3 days.  
Assignment / Assessment Guidelines:  Projects will be graded based on a rubric given with each project. These rubrics focus on the content learned in the class, as well as following the county standards for Art.  Students review their rubrics and grade themselves (to show understanding of project guidelines) prior to turning in their work. Projects must be turned in on time to receive full credit. 
Reassessment (Do Over) Policy: It is the student’s responsibility to be prompt and prepared for class each day, to work within the rules and guidelines of the classroom, to complete all assignments, to make-up any work missed due to absence. Make-up work will be dealt with on an individual basis depending on duration of absence from class. Most work can be made up in the mornings from 8:15 – 8:45 a.m.  If students need to do-over a particular production assignment to be reassessed, they may for full credit.  However, they must turn in that reassessment project within one week of receiving their project grade. Late work will NOT be reassessed.
Participation and Attendance: Students are expected to show up to class prepared every day. If a student is out for any reason, please make sure to provide the excuse to the office in order to receive additional time on work. 
Tutoring: Students may come in most mornings from 8:15 – 8:45 a.m for extra time on artwork. Please let Mrs. Harper know BEFORE so that a pass may be written in your agenda for the next morning. Students MUST receive pass in order to come to tutoring.  
Class Requirements and Expectations:

· Maintain a sketchbook/journal outside of class as well as during class. Sketchbook/homework assignments will be given out every other week. 
· Student created and maintained DIGITAL PORTFOLIO demonstrating student’s technical and expressive skills in a variety of media.

· Participation in 2 Common Core performance tasks. These tasks will be submitted online and be assessed at the county-level.

Behavior: Appropriate and focused behavior is critical to every student’s success in this class.  Therefore, behavior will be monitored using the behavior card described in the student agenda.  Please review your child’s behavior card (Eagle Card) with them frequently and feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Disclaimer:  

I reserve the right to alter this syllabus as it becomes necessary to achieve the goals and objectives of this class.              
Students will be made aware of any necessary changes in a timely manner.
Parents,
I look forward to spending this semester working with your child.  I encourage you to check my blog to see assignments, due dates, handouts, etc.  If you have questions regarding your child’s grade or your child’s behavior, do not hesitate to e-mail me at Alyssa.harper@cobbk12.org.  Email is the best way to contact me.  
This year, report cards will be posted in Parent Vue.  Lost Mountain will no longer print a hardcopies of report cards. Please sign below stating that you have read and acknowledge the course guidelines and syllabus for this class and have discussed it with your child.  If I need to change or adjust any section of the syllabus to more adequately meet the needs, abilities, and interests of your child, you child will be made aware of these necessary changes.
BYOD Policy:  Although students may bring their devices to class, devices may not be turned on or used during instructional time, except for instructional and educational purposes with the explicit approval of the teacher. As noted in the student handbook, confiscation of device will result in up to one day of ISS, as well as revocation of privilege to use item in class. Device will be confiscated and brought to office. Parent must come to the school to retrieve device. 
Film and Film Clips

Film and film clips are considered another form of text and will be used to enhance the understanding of the standards.  Each of the films will be tied to academic standards.  We would ask in advance for your permission to watch any movie that I have previewed and have deemed acceptable for viewing.  Films with a PG or PG-13 rating have been approved by the subject coordinator and department administrator.  
Listed below are some of the possible PG or PG-13 rated films and film clips that may be shown during the semester.  
· Coco (Dia De Los Muertos Unit) PG
· Moana (Digital Animation) PG
· Pocahontas (Color Theory) PG
· James and the Giant Peach (Claymation) PG
Please check the appropriate box below.  

________  I give permission for my child to view a teacher-previewed unrated, PG, or PG-13 rated movie at any time throughout the school year.
________  I would prefer to give permission on a case by case basis after more information is provided by the teacher on the specific movie to be viewed.  
I would appreciate your providing me with your information so that I can contact you as necessary.  In the email address, please make clear the differences between zeros (put a slash through zeros) and O’s, etc.

Student Printed Name ____________________________________________________________


Parent / Guardian Signature ________________________________________________________









Parent / Guardian Email Address ____________________________________________________

Parent / Guardian Phone Number ____________________________________________________

My child DOES NOT have access to the following technology

 -    Computer
    Internet
   Printer
   Microsoft Office

Sincerely,
Alyssa Harper
VA Comprehensive


Mrs. Harper


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Alyssa.harper@cobbk12.org" �Alyssa.harper@cobbk12.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://lostmountainmiddleart.weebly.com" �http://lostmountainmiddleart.weebly.com�


Twitter: @lmmsart








